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Overview of the Week

Parent Newsletter — End of Spring Term

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we reach the end of the Spring term, it's hard to believe how quickly the weeks have flown by. It
has been a truly positive and memorable term here at school, and we are delighted to share some
highlights from this final week.

Spring Fayre Success

A huge thank you to Mr Scott, Ms Mills, Friends, and everyone else who worked so hard to make our
Spring Fayre such a success. It was wonderful to welcome so many families into school and to see
the community enjoying the event together. Your support is, as always, greatly appreciated.
Southend United Trip

This Wednesday, a group of our Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 5 learners had the fantastic opportunity
to attend the Southend United vs Woking match.

A huge thank you goes to c2c for their generosity in donating the tickets and for their kindness in
helping make this experience possible. The learners had a brilliant time and represented the school
beautifully.

MAT Awards Ceremony

Yesterday we held our inaugural MAT Awards Ceremony, an evening dedicated to celebrating the
achievements of learners from across all schools in our Trust.

We are incredibly proud that eight of our secondary learners received awards for areas including
independence, community contribution, sporting success, and creative sKills.

It was an inspiring and uplifting event, and we very much look forward to making it a regular and
valued part of our annual calendar.

Parking and Collection from Holiday Clubs

It has been brought to our attention that parking in the Sports Hall Car Park—particularly in the
mornings during drop-off—has become increasingly unsafe. As pupils arrive, they tend to wait in and
around the Sports Hall entrance while cars are driving up the side entrance, creating a potential risk
of accidents.

To help keep everyone safe, we kindly ask parents to park in the front car park and then walk
children to the Sports Hall entrance.

We hope this change will reduce the concerns that have been raised and ensure a safer and
calmer start to the day for all.

New Classroom Block Update

Our brand-new classroom block is now extremely close to completion. We are expecting to receive
the keys when we return after Easter, and we cannot wait to begin using this fantastic new facility. It
will provide even more opportunities for high-quality learning experiences and development.
Termly Learning Reports

Your child’s Termly Learning Report will be coming home today. We hope you find it both
informative and encouraging. It has been wonderful to see the individual progress made by so
many learners, and we want to thank you for your ongoing partnership—together, we make these
steps of progress possible.

Looking Ahead

It has been a very positive term overall, and we are now looking forward to the Summer term with
excitement and optimism.

We wish all our families a wonderful Easter break, and we look forward to welcoming learners back
to school on Monday 13th April.
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What's been happening?
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Attendance

ATTEN DAN c E Our current attendance is 92%, which is

g ls |t lm or'tant above the national average for

Wesls  Lowses 89% or below special schools, though still not in line
" Drastic effect on with the overall national average for all
academic achievement schools. Every school day really matters,
and we want to see our children in as
much as possible so they can make the
most of every learning opportunity.
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Sign & Joke of the Week
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+ WHY SHOULDN'T
YOU TELL AN
EASTER EGG A
JOKE?

IT MIGHT CRACK UP!

Easter

Upcoming Dates for the Diary:

March:
e Friday 27t March — Quiz Night (tickets still available)
April

e 13" April - Back to School
e 20" April - Parents evening

May

e 4th May Bank Holiday



What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

> YOUTUBE

YouTube |s a video~sharing soclal media platform that allows billions of people around the world to watch,
share and upload their own videos with a vast range of content - including sport, antertainment,
education and lots more. It's g superb space for pecple to consume content that they're
Interested In. As a result, this astronomically populer piotform has hod a huge soclal
impact: influencing online culture on a global scale and creating new celebrities.
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INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT

YouTube is free and can be occessed
vio numerous devices, even without
cregting @ YouTube occount. Some

ontent Is flogged as ‘oge-restricted’
frequumg the user 1o be logged Into on
account with o verified age of 18), bat
children con still view some mildly
inappropriote material. This can include
profanity and violence, which some
young users may find upsetting

Contant cregtors con 0iso De put ot
risk = especially young ones who try 1o
make thelt onlihe presence os visible

content axposes

nargssment and 1oxicity from the
comments section, olong with the
posaidillty y direct messaging from
strangers. Videos posted publicly can be
watched by anyones in the world
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CONNECT WITH STRANGERS : S AND CHALLENGES '

YouTube is o sociol medio plotform YouTube is teeming with trends,

which allows peore to interoct with . chollenges and memes that ore fun to

other (usvol:v unknown) o Account waotch and join in with, Children often find
s oan leave comments on any these immensely entertaining ond might

video they have access to, as well as want to try mr:’ovl Most cr;ueclbow

messaging other users directh tend to be safe, but mony others may

Connecting with strongers onfine, of - harm childran through either watching or

course, can potentially lead to children copying. The painful “salt and ice

being exposed to odult longuoge. to chcnohqo‘ -mh cOn couse injuries very

cyberbully and even to encountering quickty, is just one of many such

online predators examples
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SUGGESTED CONTENT

YouTube recommends videos reloted to
whot the user hos previously wotched on
their account, aiming to vide content
that will interest them. This is intended to
be heipful but con also leod to

-wotching and the risk of screen
oddiction, especiolly it ‘outo-play’ Is their names and profile Images. o
activoted. Users without an account ore | 4 somotimes offer cash gifts or ‘get rich
shown popelor videos from the lost 24 vick” schemes. Children may not reclise
hours, which might not olways be thot these User are notwho hey claim
suitable for children : " - - to be
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R SNEAKY SCAMMERS o,

,m’ Popular YouTube channels regulorly have
MUl scommars poting o8 o wall- known
’ influencer in the comments section,
attemnpting to ture users into clicking on
their phithing finks, Scammers
impersoncte YouTubers by adopt
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APPLY RESTRICTED MODE TRY GOOGLE FAMILY
festricted Mode is an optional setting that

Creoting o Google Fomily accaount allows
prevents YouTube from -hwinwoppvcpvimo you to monitor what your child is watching, ‘,
content (such as drug ond alce! abuse, graphic L loodlns and sharing with other users. It
vislence and sexual situations ) to under will elso display their recently wotched videos,
viewers. To prevent your child from chancing @ secrches and recommended videos. In goneral, o
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B CHECK PRIVACY SETTINGS

YouTube gives users the option of uploading
videos as ‘private’ or ‘unlisted’ ~ 80 they could
be shored exclusively with family and friends,
for example. Comments on videos can olso be
disabled and channels that your child Is
subscribed to can be hidden. If your child is onl
uploodln? videos that are protecled as ‘private’,
they are for less likely to receive direct

messoges lrom strangers.

across age-inappropriate content on the Google Family account gives you on oversight of
tiorm, we would recommend enabling how your child is using sites like YouTube ahd
eatricted Mode on soch device thot your helps you ensure they are anly accessing
ehild uses to access YouTube. M cppropriate content,

LUNIT SPENDING

CHECK OTHER PLATFORMS d’q,* MONITOR ENGAGEMENT
other sociol medio accounts which they

Infiuentiol content creators usuolly hove
oncourage their fons to follow. Having an open
discussion obout this with your child mokes it
vosiar 1o find out how eise thay might be
folowing a porticulor creator online. It also
opens up avenues for you to ocheck out that
creotor's other channels to see what type of
content your child is being exposed to
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» YouTube is the online viewing platiorm of

choice for billions of people, mony of them
chilgren. Younger children will watch
different contant to older ones, of course, and
react to content differently, You may wont to
keop on eye on how your child interacts with
cantent on YouTube - and, if opplicoble, with
content creatars - to understand the types
of videos they are interested in
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) Although YouTube is free, it does offer some

in-opp purchaeses: users con rent and buy TV
shows ond movies to watch, for exaomple. It
you're not comfortable with your chil
purchaosing contant online, limit their occess to
your bonk cards ond online poyment methods.
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quickly leads to an umigocua bill
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